
Spring 
Expo 

Saturday 
April 1, 2017 

WITC Conference Center  
Rice Lake 

The goal of this organization shall be to 
encourage, foster, support and  
promote Horticulture for all Master  
Gardener Volunteers and residents of 
Barron County and to promote the UW-
Extension from which we are founded. 

BCMG Mission Statement 

Phone: 715-537-6250 
Fax: 715-537-6814 

E-mail: 
kim.grover@co.barron.wi.us 

Barron County- UW Extension 
335 E. Monroe Avenue 

Room 2206 
Barron, WI 54812-1540 

Barron County  
Master Gardener Volunteers 

Registration Form included 
or  

register online at 
http://barron.uwex.edu 

WITC-Rice Lake Campus 
1900 College Drive 

Rice Lake, WI 54868 

Enter at number 4 

Registration Form 
 

Name  
 

Address  
 
 

Phone Number 
 

Email   
 

The cost is $30 per person. This includes 
continental breakfast, chicken breast over rice 
pilaf lunch, and afternoon coffee.  Tickets at the 
door will be $35 and lunch cannot be guaranteed. 
Please mail in or drop off your form and payment  
at the Extension office at : 
 

335 E. Monroe Ave., Room 2206 
Barron,  WI 54812-1540 
 

before the end of the day:  

Friday, March 24, 2017 
 

Checks should be made out to:   BCMG 
or 

Register online at http://barron.uwex.edu 
Use Visa, Master Card, or eCheck.  A modest fee 
will be charged for online payment.  

or 
Register online and send a check to the address 
above. You will not be registered until your check 
has been received.  


 

The University of Wisconsin—Extension provides Title IX which include 

affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming, and 

employment for all qualified persons regardless of race, color, gender, 

creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orienta-

tion, pregnancy, marital or parental status, arrest or conviction record or 

veteran status. Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or 

limitations should be made prior to the program or activity for which it is 

needed. Please do so as early as possible prior to the program or activity 

so that proper arrangements can be made. Requests are confidential (ADA 

requirements.) 

Barron County  
Master Gardener Volunteers 

http://barron.uwex.edu


Keynote Speaker—Mark Dwyer, Director of  
Rotary Botanical Gardens, Janesville, WI. 

 

Mark has been the director of Horticulture at 
Rotary Botanical Gardens in Janesville, Wisconsin 
for the past 17 years. 

 

His presentation is, “Trends in the Landscapes.” 

Underutilized plants, coupled with new 
gardening trends, can be overwhelming.  Join the 
new craze of landscaping with ornamental 
edibles, container cornucopias, vertical gardens, 
gardening for pollinators, and much more.  He 
will discuss many of the “hot topics” that have 
been gaining momentum over the years. 

 

Landscaping trends seem to fluctuate every year 
as we are exposed to a wide range of ideas, new 
plants and potential themes for our gardens.   

He’ll discuss these trends in detail and offer some 
advice on how to incorporate the ideas into our 
own landscapes.  He will share ideas for plants, 
projects, and priorities.  Mark oversees the 
maintenance and improvement of the Rotary 
Garden’s 20-acre botanical garden.  Mark has 
degrees in landscape architecture and urban 
forestry. 

 

 

 

There will be another garden raffle at 
the Expo. 
 

There will be vendors at the Expo 
selling various garden art and garden-
related items. 

BCMG Is Proud To Present 
The 2017 Spring Expo 

David Zlesak, PhD. is a professor of Horticulture 
at UW-River Falls.  He will discuss those trees that 
he feels are durable for our region and he will 
give us some nice options to help diversify our 
landscape.  He will also provide information on 
some very basic tips for how to plant and get your 
tree off to a good start.  

Kathy Zuzek, a University of Minnesota 
Extension Educator.  There is a lot going on it the 
world of hydrangea breeding with many new 
cultivars available to gardeners.  Kathy has much 
expertise in trees and shrubs, and much of her 
research is in cultivars that perform well on the U 
on M’s woody ornamental research program that 
has provided gardeners  with the “Light” series of 
azaleas. 

Michael Racette and his wife, Patty Wright, have 
run the Spring Hill Community Farm near Prairie 
Farm for  the last 25 years.  At their CSA 
(Community Supported Agriculture) farm, they 
grow a wide range of vegetables and herbs using 
a variety of sustainable, soil building practices 
including crop rotation, cover cropping and 
mulching.  They also have a few bee hives and 
produce maple sugar.  Their CSA farm offers their 
people with memberships 18-20 weeks of 
vegetables with an emphasis on the basics; 
carrots, potatoes, beans, tomatoes, onions and 
lettuce—complimented with some more unusual 
treats like fennel, broccoli raab, and garlic scapes.  

Registration  8:30—9:00  

Welcome and Announcements 9:00—9:15  

Mark Dwyer—”Trends in the  
Landscapes.”    
He will discuss many of the “hot top-
ics” that have been gaining momen-
tum over the years.  He will also 
share ideas for plants, projects, and 
priorities. 

9:15—10:15 

Break 10:15—10:30  

David Zlesak—”The Best Trees for 
Your Yard and How to Save Them.” 
He will highlight a broad range of 
trees with an emphasis on those with 
fewer problems.  He will discuss 
some of the problems we have with 
trees and how to avoid them. 

10:30—11:30 

Lunch/Visit Vendors 11:30—12:30 

Kathy Zuzek—”The Best of the 
Best:  Hydrangea Cultivars for the 
Midwest.”    
She will cover both older and newer 
cultivars of hydrangeas and how 
they are performing in the trail  
gardens.   

12:30—1:30 

Break 1:30—1:45 

Michael Racette—”Tried and True 
Vegetables.” 
He will speak about some of the best 
varieties for Barron County along 
with techniques and low-cost tools 
for the home gardener.   

1:45—2:45 

Schedule 


