
The Barron County Master Gardeners Spring Expo will be held on April 5, 2014 

at WITC Conference Center in Rice Lake.  Our Keynote speaker is Diana Alfuth. 

Diana teaches Landscape Design at UW-River Falls, and owns a landscape 

design business, Crickhollow Landscape Design.  She is also a Horticulture 

Educator for UW-Extension in Pierce and St. Croix Counties.  

Her first presentation will be “Home Landscaping:  Success in the Details.”   The 

presentation will cover  the components of the home landscape and suggest 

how we might create unity and cohesiveness in the areas surrounding our 

home.  She will address the adventures of creating garden rooms, placing 

garden structures, adding garden art, and creating paths in the garden.   

Her second presentation will be “Landscaping Around Obstacles.”  Designing 

your landscape would be easy if it were a blank slate, but the reality is our 

landscapes are full of “obstacles” necessary to our daily living.  This 

presentation will  talk about how to approach landscaping around things such 

aseptic systems, utility boxes, culverts, LP gas tanks, well pipes and other 

obstacles.   
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Registration Form 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number___________________________________________________________ 

Email  __________________________________________________________________ 

The cost is $30 per person. This includes continental breakfast, lasagna lunch, and 

afternoon coffee.  Tickets at the door will be $35 and lunch cannot be guaranteed. Please 

mail in or drop off your form and payment  at the Barron County Extension office at : 
 

335 E. Monroe Ave., Room 2206 

Barron,  WI 54812-1540 

before the end of the day: Wed., March 31 2014.  Checks should be made out to: BCMG 

Register online at http://barron.uwex.edu 

Use Visa, Master Card, or eCheck.  A modest fee will be charged for online payment.  

Register online and send a check to the address above. You will not be registered until your 

http://barron.uwex.edu


Forcing Spring Flowering Bulbs 
By  Bonnie Fletcher (2013 Master Gardener Volunteer Trainee) 
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In the middle of winter, we all love the idea of having blooming flowers in 
our house.  If you want to have some early spring color inside your home 
and you have some extra room in your refrigerator, you can force bulbs 
into blooming.  The term forcing  refers to inducing a plant to produce its 
shoot, leaf, and flower ahead of its natural schedule and out of its natural 
environment.  There are many types of bulbs that can be forced, including 
hyacinths, daffodils, tulips, crocuses, and others. 

Make sure that the bulbs you choose are healthy and firm.  Do not use any 
with rotten, soft, or damaged parts because this could cause the others in 
the pot to spoil.  September through November is the best time to start the cold process, but you can push it 
even later.  Although you can use clay or plastic pots, clay is best because it breathes.  Soak clay pots for a 
few hours first and make sure that there are good drainage holes. 

I have found a few variations in soils that work.  As long as the soil is free of disease, and has good drainage, 
it should work.  My personal favorite is a combination of equal parts soil, sharp builders sand, peat moss, 
garden loam, vermiculate, plain sand, and perlite.  Some resources recommend adding 5-10-5 fertilizer when 
planting the bulbs, but this is not necessary to achieve good blooms.  The bulbs actually have enough food 
stored inside.  But fertilizing may help the bulbs recover if you choose to replant them outside. 

Starting with a clean pot, add a few pieces of broken clay to the bottom for drainage.  Fill with your soil mix 
about ¾ full. Place the bulbs with their necks at or just below that surface of the soil.  Keep the bulbs close 

but not touching.  Water enough to settle the mix, but don’t overwater.  I put a thin layer 
of moss on top to help hold in the moisture, keep the light off the bulbs, and to make it 
look more attractive. 

Now it’s time to start the cold and dark period.  For best results try to have the 
temperature drop gradually, with 3-5 weeks of 45 to 50 degrees, then 3 weeks of 38-40 
degrees, and finally, 8-9 weeks of 35 degrees. 

Every few weeks add a little water if the soil is dry.  At the end of the cold process there 
should be one to two-inch shoots coming up.  Take the pots out of the fridge and place in 

a sunny spot at 55-60 degrees.  Although the shoots will start out white, they 
quickly turn green in the light.  Keep them moist.  Remember that they will need 
more water as leaves begin to grow. 

In about 3-4 weeks, you should see beautiful blooms.  Warmer temperatures will 
make them bloom faster, but the blooms will not last as long.  After they naturally 
die back in the pots, you can either compost them, or replant in the ground.  Don’t 
forget to water and fertilize them. 

If you like this idea, be sure to keep records on your cold/dark times and your soil mix. 

 

(More information on forcing bulbs can be found in University of Wisconsin Garden Facts, UW-Extension 
Horticulture, and University of Minnesota Extension publications.) 
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 The brown marmorated stink bug, 
Halyomorpha halys, is a plant pest that was 
recently introduced into the United States from its 
native range in Japan, Korea, and  China. The word 
marmorated refers to its marble-like coloration. 
The brown marmorated stink bug feeds on fruits 
and seed pods of a wide range of plants. It is also a 
nuisance pest that invades buildings in the autumn. 

Host Plants  

 Reported hosts of the brown marmorated 
stink bug in the United States include the following. 

•Fruit crops: peach, Asian pear, pear, apple, cherry, 
raspberry, grape, currant. 

•Agronomic crops: soybean, corn. 

•Vegetable crops: green bean, asparagus, pepper. 

•Ornamental trees: paulownia (empress tree), 
crabapple, persimmon, catalpa, walnut, maple, 
basswood, sweet gum, redbud, American holly.  

•Ornamental shrubs: butterfly-bush, serviceberry, 
pyracantha, viburnum, rose, honeysuckle 

 Beginning in 2006, commercial fruit 
growers reported damage in apple and pear 
orchards in eastern Pennsylvania and western New 
Jersey. In Pennsylvania, this pest is also found in 
high populations in soybeans. Based upon its 
known habits, it is likely to invade agricultural areas 
and will pose a risk to other crops as it continues to 
expand its geographic range. 

 The brown marmorated stink bug is highly 
mobile and can switch hosts, moving from plants 
with early-ripening fruits to those with late-
ripening fruits. Because it has a broad host range, 
almost any crop that has fruit is at risk of attack. 
Like other true bugs, the brown marmorated stink 
bug feeds by sucking on plant juices with its beak, 
which is made of straw-like mouthparts. Its 
damage can range from mild to severe.  On beans, 
damage is found on the immature seeds within the 
pods. On fruit crops, its feeding causes small 
necrotic spots. If fruit is damaged early in the 

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug   
(from Ohio State University Fact sheet) 

season, the result is cat-facing, which is grooves or 
distorted brown lines on the fruit surface. Fruits 
damaged in late summer can have lesions that look 
like water soaked spots on the surface or beneath 
the skin. Damage on fruit can be compounded by 
secondary infections and scarring as the fruit 
matures. In apples, stink bug damage is commonly 
confused with the physiological disorder cork spot. 
Stink bug damage can be distinguished by a pithy 
area underneath the skin that is white to brown, 
contiguous with the fruit skin, and cone-shaped. 
Leaf feeding is characterized by light-colored 
stippling or crows-foot shaped lesions about 3 mm 
(1/8 inch) in diameter. The lesions sometimes 
coalesce and turn brown over time.  

 Its additional status as a nuisance pest makes 
the brown marmorated stink bug different than 
other plant-feeding stink bug species. The adults 
enter homes and other buildings in the autumn 
when seeking sheltered sites to spend the winter. 
The bugs are harmless, but they can become a 
nuisance when they congregate in large numbers 
outside and inside buildings. In extreme cases, 
hundreds can invade a home. They enter buildings 
through any small opening, mostly around windows. 
When disturbed, the bugs produce a characteristic 
pungent acrid odor that many humans find 
offensive. They do not bite humans or pets. 

Appearance 

 Adults of the brown marmorated stink bug 
have the typical shield-shape of stink bugs. They are 
approximately 15 mm (5/8 inch) long and 8 mm (3/8 
inch) wide. The upper side of the body is mottled 
shades of brown and gray, and is covered with 
dense puncture marks (Figure 2). The underside of 
the body is white, sometimes 
with grey or black markings 
(Figure 3). They have dark red 
eyes. The legs are brown with 
faint white banding. The 
adults of the brown 
marmorated stink bug can be distinguished from 



other species of stink bugs by the alternating dark 
and light bands on the last two segments of the 
antennae. The exposed side edges of the abdomen 
also have alternating light and dark banding. Eggs 
are light green, barrel-shaped, and found in 
clusters (Figure 4). The immature stages, called 
nymphs, are oval-shaped and somewhat tick-like in 
appearance. Young nymphs (Figure 4) are 
yellowish brown, mottled with black and red. Older 
nymphs (Figure 5) are darker, with light bands on 
dark legs and antennae, similar to the adults. 
Nymphs have red eyes.  

Life History 

 The brown marmorated stink bug 
overwinters in the adult stage in houses and other 
protected places. The adults begin to fly to these 
overwintering sites in the middle of September, 
and peak flight activity is in late September or early 
October. Adults emerge from their overwintering 
sites in the spring, usually in early May. After they 
feed for about two weeks, they mate, and the 
females begin to lay eggs. Eggs are laid in clusters 
of about 28 eggs on the undersides of leaves from 
June to August. A single female can lay up to 400 
eggs. Eggs hatch in three to seven days. The 
nymphs pass through five instars (sub-stages), with 
a molt between each instar. Each instar lasts about 
one week, before the final molt into the adult 
stage. New adults start to appear in late July or 
August.  
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Management Outdoors 

 Management planning is under development 
for this newly introduced pest. Researchers at Rutgers 
University are currently studying the biology of this 
insect and testing pesticides for its control on fruit 
crops. Damage thresholds need to be determined. 
Although existing management strategies used for 
other stink bug species might apply, research is 
needed to tailor management tactics to this pest 
species. 

Management Indoors 

 The brown marmorated stink bug can be 
mechanically excluded from homes and buildings by 
sealing cracks and other openings in the buildings. If 
bugs are entering the living areas of the home, the 
openings where the insects gain access first should be 
located, then sealed. Typical entry points include 
cracks and crevices around window and door trim, 
window-mounted air conditioners, exhaust fans, 
ceiling fixtures, baseboards, and chimneys. Cracks or 
openings should be sealed with caulk to prevent entry 
by the stink bugs. Torn window screens should be 
repaired, and window-mounted air conditioners 
should be removed. Live and dead stink bugs can be 
removed from buildings with a vacuum cleaner or 
shop vac, and the vacuum bag should be promptly 
removed and discarded. Insecticides should not be 
used inside houses after the insects have gained 
access. Using an insecticide indoors is not 
recommended because this will not stop additional 
invasions, and exposure of humans and pets to 
pesticides should be avoided. 

Stink Bug Suvey Seeks Wisconsin Citizen Participation By Susan Mahr 

The brown marmorated stink bug is on the move, now wreaking havoc in gardens and homes from the mid-
Atlantic to the Pacific Northwest. With temperatures dropping, the bugs invade homes and buildings to bed 
down for the winter. 

Mother Earth News, the leading publication dedicated to sustainable living, invites all Master Gardeners (and 
anyone else who is interested) to participate in an online survey to better understand the insect’s behavior 
and track effective control measures. The Mother Earth News Stink Bug Survey covers factors such as house 
size and color, and characteristics of surrounding land, property damage, and whether and how traps are 
used. 

To take the 10-minute Mother Earth News Stink Bug Survey (and view the ongoing results) go to http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/StinkBug. The survey will remain open so participants can see what others have 
said about different control methods they have tried. 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/
http://www.motherearthnews.com/
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StinkBug
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StinkBug
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/StinkBug


(This issue contains the first of a new feature in 
the Barron County Master Gardener Volunteer 
Newsletter – Gardener’s Glimpses.   This will pro-
vide readers with an opportunity to learn more 
about our BCMGVs.) 
 
 Carol grew up on a farm near Menomo-
nie, Wisconsin, where her family always had a big 
vegetable garden.  She was an elementary 
teacher for 25 years.  Most of those years were in 
Barron.  She found that she loved teaching about 
science, especially the plant units.  When she and 
her husband bought their home in Rice Lake, they 
had lots of room for gardening.  Carol enjoys 
growing perennials like hostas and sedum and 
native plants like purple coneflower and black-
eyed Susans because of their ability to look ap-
pealing for so many seasons.  She also admits to 
enjoying the challenge of convincing wildlife that 
there are some plants that are off limits. 
 In 2002, Carol took the Master Gardeners’ 
class.  She said that “this was a way to blend a 
love of gardening with volunteering.  I wanted to 
teach others a love of gardening while I, too, was 
learning.”  Marge Hoyer and Toots Larson were 
two of her Master Gardener mentors.  She 
stated, “Marge and Toots taught me how to be a 
Master Gardener.  They helped me to learn that it 
takes a lot of people working together to accom-
plish something.”  Carol also commented that she 
appreciates the guidance of Master Gardener Ad-
visor, UW Extension Agent, Tim Jergenson.  She 

says, “Tim is extremely supportive of the Master 
Gardeners and constantly reminds us that our mis-
sion is to educate.”   
 Some of the projects that Carol has been 
involved in are landscaping at the Barron County 
Fairgrounds, Flowers at Farm Tech Days, and the 
Historical Gardens at the Pioneer Village Museum 
west of Cameron.  She shared that her first project 
was working at Nature’s Edge, teaching gardening 
skills to children with special needs.  She was 
amazed by how the exposure to gardening skills 
made a difference in some of the children’s lives, 
even if it was just watering plants or digging in the 
soil. 
 Carol has found Master Gardeners to be a 
way to teach others about gardening and encour-
aging others to do the same.  She spoke fondly of 
her latest project, teaching how the early settlers 
gardened.  Each year she plants a themed garden 
at the Pioneer Village Museum where visitors can 
taste vegetables that their ancestors planted.  They 
can also learn where some of their family traditions 
came from.   
 Through the Master Gardeners program, 
Carol has learned how to use resources to find an-
swers to gardening questions.  She has also en-
joyed connecting with other gardeners and learning 
how to work together with many different person-
alities.  She feels it is important to learn from oth-
ers but reminds gardeners to always check for re-
searched based information. 
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Gardener’s Glimpses 
A small glimpse into the life of BCMGV President, Carol Kettner—By  Wendy Kozlow 

International Master Gardener Conference 

September 22-25, 2015 in Council Bluffs, Iowa 

 

More information coming soon.   

Check out the webpage. 

http://mastergardener.unl.edu/imgc2015  



 John grew up on a farm in Southern Min-

nesota.  He graduated from River Falls, taught 4th 

grade in Spooner for 32 years, and then worked 

for the Wisconsin Education Association Council 

for 9 years.  When he was younger, John admits 

to never being big on gardening.  He liked neat 

yards and keeping them mowed down.  But with 

his wife Carol Kettner being so involved in Master 

Gardeners, he found himself volunteering a lot of 

time with her.  He worked with the plant sales, 

fairgrounds, and the Pioneer Village Museum.  He 

thought he didn’t have time for keeping up the 

volunteer hours.  But since he retired in 2011, he 

longer had an excuse. 

 John found himself as a MG “wannabe”. 

So he took the Fall 2013 MG class and is now on 

his way to becoming an official Barron County 

Master Gardener Volunteer.  He complimented 

the class, saying he learned a great deal, espe-

cially about pruning and turf grass management. 

John’s main gardening interests are the struc-

tures.  He says, “When I go to a garden I spend a 

lot of time looking at the structures and seeing 

how they blend the plants in.”  He states that he 

and Carol complement each other’s work.  She 

comes up with the ideas and he figures out how to 

make or build them.  He has designed, built, or set 

up obelisks, pergolas, raised beds, log benches, and 

water systems. 

 As far as plants go, John has found that he 

likes ferns because they grow well in the woods, 

come in many shapes and sizes, and are relatively 

inexpensive.  He warns that they can become inva-

sive, though. 

 John looks forward to putting many of his 

volunteer hours in at the Pioneer Village Museum 

near Cameron.  He jokes that he spends most of his 

time trying to figure out how to get out of work.  

What he really means is that he likes to find ways 

to make the work easier and utilize his time better.  

He and Carol are working together to use some of 

their new knowledge from the MG training classes 

at the museum.   

 John credits Carol as his gardening mentor.  
He also gives credit to BCMGV advisor, Tim Jer-
genson.  He said that he appreciates Tim’s pa-
tience, broad-view, ability to see the big picture, 
and willingness to listen and respond wisely.  John 
challenges Master Gardeners to try lots of new 
things in moderation. 
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Gardener’s Glimpses 
A small glimpse into the life of BCMGV Trainee, John Peter - By Wendy Kolzow 

  Sub-zero air temperatures have the ability 

to directly freeze an insect, but it may have little 

impact on insects that are in the soil,.  In fact, the 

snow that we have  on the ground is good insula-

tion for insects that overwinter in the soil.  In 

those areas where the snow has been removed, 

soils temperatures may dip low enough to kill 

some soil borne insects. 

 Emerald Ashborer populations might be 
getting effected by these cold temperatures.  Ac-
cording to Russell Groves, Entomologist, Univer-

sity of Wisconsin Extension, we have to have ex-
tended periods of cold temperature in order for 

Will the Winter’s Cold Temps Kill Overwintering Insects? 
the interior of the trees to reach the tempera-
tures that can be a killing temperature for insects 
inside a tree. 

 Vegetable pests such as the Colorado Po-
tato Beetle over winters in the ground, on average 
over twelve to fifteen inches in the soil,  Another 
common garden pest is the Striped Cucumber 
Beetle, which attacks squashes and other Cucur-
bits.  This insect over winters not in the ground, 
but in debris on the soil surface.  If fields blow 
open because of the wind, the soil temperatures 
may get low enough to reduce the population of 
these overwintering insects.  
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 The 2-day event will be jam-packed with wonderful speakers on a wide variety of topics, and 
you'll have the opportunity to visit with vendors introducing some interesting and exciting 
products.  While this event is organized by the Wisconsin Master Gardeners for its members, it is 
open to the public! 

 Dan Heims, Terra Nova Nurseries, will be the keynote speaker on both Friday night and 
Saturday morning.  His presentations will be "Right Plant-Right Place" on Friday night, and "Perennials 
for Containers" on Saturday morning. 

Saturday sessions include: 

Become a Fungi Forager presented by Brit Bunyard 

A Simple Kitchen Garden presented by Mary Learman 

Permaculture: Self-Sufficient Gardening presented by Bill & Becky Wilson 

Beekeeping for Beginners presented by Cindy Chitwood 

Why Natives? presented by Donna VanBuecken 

Innovations for a Healthy Food System presented by Alex Tyink 

Let's Talk Trash: Trash to Treasure Garden Art presented by Gail Clearwater 

Combining and Designing with Hostas presented by Rob Zimmer 

 The conference website provides all the details about the sessions and a registration form. 
Registration fees will include all sessions and speakers, access to the myriad of vendors that will be in 
attendance, refreshments at Friday night's social hour (cash bar), continental breakfast on Saturday 
morning, and lunch on Saturday.  All events will be held at the Radisson Paper Valley Hotel and 
Conference Center, and a block of rooms has been set aside for our use.  Registration fees: 

 Registration before February 1:  $65 

 Registration between February 1 and February 28:  $70 

Registration after February 28:  $75 

 The Radisson Paper Valley Hotel is the official conference site, with special room rates of $95 
per night.  Please make your reservations early. 

 http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference.aspx 

Wisconsin Master Gardener Association Annual Conference 
March 28-29, 2014, Appleton, WI  

“Garden Expectations” 

http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/dan-heims.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/dan-heims.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/brit-bunyard.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/brit-bunyard.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/brit-bunyard.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/mary-learman.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/mary-learman.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/mary-learman.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/bill-becky-wilson.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/cindy-chitwood.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/cindy-chitwood.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/cindy-chitwood.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/donna-vanbuecken.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/donna-vanbuecken.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/donna-vanbuecken.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/alex-tyink.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/alex-tyink.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/alex-tyink.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/gail-clearwater.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/gail-clearwater.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/gail-clearwater.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/rob-zimmer.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/rob-zimmer.aspx
http://www.ocmga.net/garden-expectations-state-conference/rob-zimmer.aspx
http://www.radisson.com/wimastergardeners


Among the favorite activities of the class were: 
plant propagation, dissecting bugs, examining dif-
ferent types of turf-grass, and spending a day at 
the Ag Research Station in Spooner.  Most partici-
pants commented that they really liked the variety 
in the class sessions. 

 The Master Gardener Volunteer program 
has always excelled as a premier community ser-
vice program.  During each session of this most re-
cent class, trainees were told about projects that 
they will be able to contribute to here in Barron 
County.  These range from working at the county 
fair, to assisting with questions at the Extension 
Office.  By using the new, more hands-on format, 
Jergenson stated that “this group is probably the 
best trained of any Master Gardener group so far.”  
To become Certified Master Gardener Volunteers, 
each person must complete 24 hours of volunteer 
time. 
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 The following people recently completed 
the Master Gardener training: Karen Chilson, 
Cindy CiGuere, Bill Couch, Diane Edwards, Bon-
nie Fletcher, Rich Hokanson, Deb McFaul, Gene 
Nelson, Nadine Nixon, John Peter, Nancy Sayre, 
Tim Schultz, Angela Tonyon, Alice Wardon, and 
Patti Zais. 

 While veteran Master Gardener Volun-
teers may remember a course of three-hour lec-
tures, the latest class was part of a whole new 
format in training. Class members were asked to 
watch a video online prior to coming to each 
class session.  Then they participated in hands-
on lab lessons, discussions and presentations by 
experts, and activities to foster team building.  
During the final session, all of the participants 
were required to do a presentation.  The class 
was conducted by Tim Jergenson, Barron County 
UW-Extension Horticulture and Ag agent, with 
the help of Master Gardener Volunteers Sheri 
Snowbank and Carol Kettner. 

Fifteen Participants Complete Master Gardener Training 

All-America Selections has announced the first winners for 2014 (with more to possibly be announced 

in late January). Look for the red, white and blue logo of All-America Selections on seed packets in retail 

stores, plant tags in bedding plants in garden centers or nurseries, or in mail-order catalogs this 

spring. Success is almost guaranteed with these varieties of reliable new flower and vegetable varieties. 

For the first time in AAS history, the organization is recognizing regional performance and granting AAS 

Regional Winner designation. Prior to this year, all Winners were National Winners. 

The non-profit All-America Selections (AAS) organization was founded in 1932 to foster the develop-

ment, production and distribution of new and better horticultural and agricultural varieties, species, 

strains and kinds in and for North America. AAS winners are superior new annual flower and vegetable 

plants recognized for significant achievements – a promise of gardening success. Only the very best 

varieties receive this prestigious award. All AAS winners have been tested for home garden performance 

in more than 60 independent test sites, each under the responsibility of an AAS judge, all over the 

United States and Canada. Gardeners can rely on AAS Winners to perform in their garden because of 

these unbiased, independent tests. Most of the time only one to three flower varieties and the same 

number of vegetables get this award each year, and sometimes none qualifies. So far there are two 

bedding plants and four vegetable National award winners, and among the Regional Winners, a flower 

and two vegetables for the Great Lakes Region. More winners may be announced early in 2014. 

All-America Selections Winners for 2014 



 

African Sunset’ wowed the judges with an attractive, “designer color” in shades of 
orange flowers that proved itself against other similarly colored petunias currently 
available. Gardeners are always looking for a petunia that grows evenly and uni-
formly in the garden while producing a prolific number of blooms all season-long and 
this beauty certainly fills that need. Many of our judges want this in plantings for 
their alma mater so if your school colors include orange, this one is for you! 

Mounded spreading plants are 12 inches tall spread up to 20 inches. 
 

Sparkle White’ gaura will bring a touch of airy elegance to the garden with its long 
slender stems sporting a large number of dainty white flowers tinged with a pink 
blush. This beauty is perfect mass planted in sun-drenched landscape beds, in group-
ings with other perennials or in larger containers. Home gardeners will appreciate that 
this season-long bloomer also has excellent heat tolerance and a more uniform flow-
ering habit than other seed gauras. Commercial growers can utilize ‘Sparkle White’ as 
a first-year flowering   perennial or as an annual, showing its wide range of uses. 
 
The first AAS winning bean since 1991, this compact variety is perfect for today’s 
small-space gardens. ‘Mascotte’ is a bush type bean that produces long, slender pods 
that stay above the foliage for easy harvest. This bean also has white showy flowers 
for ornamental value during bloom time. Judges appreciated the crunchiness and 
taste of this bean as well as the plentiful harvest all season long. The ‘Mascotte’ root 
system is ideal for patio containers and window boxes, and this versatile variety per-
forms well in garden beds too. That means you can raise delicious beans in any out-

side space. The French ‘Mascotte’ (like its English translation “mascot”) is a symbol of good luck and was cho-
sen for the variety’s gardener-friendly habit. 

 
Very early maturing yellow sweet Italian pepper. Long tapered fruits with easy to re-
move skin. Nice sweet flavor that is excellent either fresh, grilled  or roasted. Bright yel-
low/gold fruit are pendant on sturdy dark green bushy plants with excellent coverage 
from sunburn.  The somewhat compact 24” plant takes up less space and offers disease 
tolerance to Tobacco mosaic virus. 
 
 
‘Chef’s Choice Orange’ F1 is a hybrid derived from the popular heirloom ‘Amana Orange’ 
which matures late in the season. Now you can experience the wonderful flavor of an 
orange heirloom tomato in only 75 days from transplant. Its disease resistance is an 
added bonus. ‘Chef’s Choice Orange’ has a wonderful bright, almost neon, internal color 
and superior flesh taste and texture for an early maturing orange tomato. Excellent for 
soups and sauces because the intense color does not fade or discolor when cooked. 
Home chefs are going to love cooking with this variety as well as eating it fresh. Average 
size fruits are 12 ounces but can weigh up to 1 pound. Large 5 foot tall plants are inde-

terminate and the leaves cover fruit well to protect from sunburn. 
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'Fantastico’ is a must for any market grower or home gardener looking for an early
-maturing, high-yielding grape tomato with built-in Late Blight Tolerance. Bred for 
small gardens, determinate ‘Fantastico’ will work great in hanging baskets, con-
tainer gardens as well as in small gardens. Long clusters of sweet tasty fruits are 
held toward the outside of the plant, making them very easy to harvest but if you 
let them go a few days past peak, these little beauties resist cracking better than 
the comparisons used in the AAS trials. 
A unique determinate bush tomato with well flavored half-ounce grape shaped 
fruit. High yielding plants produce up to 12 pounds of ripe fruit. Best grown in a 
cage to provide some plant support, but can also be grown in a large patio con-
tainer or an 18-inch hanging basket. 

 
‘‘Suntastic’ is a new dwarf sunflower perfect as a cheery long-blooming potted 
plant or window box accent or maybe to add a burst of color to a sunny garden 
bed. Gardeners will love the number of flowers each plant produces: up to twenty 
5-6 inch flowers per plant in three successive blooming periods. ‘Suntastic’ will 
bloom in less than 65 days after sowing so by starting indoors, sunflower lovers 
can get their favorite bloom fix early in the summer.   
The new reference of dwarf sunflower. The smallest on the market. Plant is very 

floriferous. Several waves of flowers: after the first flower, up to 3 waves of 5-8 flowers. Up to 20 flowers 
per plant! Naturally dwarf and compact. Early flowering dwarf sunflower for pot, window boxes, low bed-
ding. 

 
Excellent heat tolerant pickling cucumber which can be picked at the gherkin or spear 
stage and processed. The large yields of cucumbers can also be enjoyed fresh in salads 
and slaws. Semi-bush plants can be planted in the garden or in patio containers. 
 
 
 
 

Cinderella’s Carriage’ is a dream come true for any princess-loving child who wants 
to grow their own fairy tale type pumpkin. This bright reddish-orange pumpkin is 
the first hybrid Cinderella-type pumpkin on the market which results in a higher 
yield as well as Powdery Mildew resistance in the garden. Robust and vigorous 
vines produce large fruits ranging from 25-35 pounds, creating a whole grouping 
of carriages for all the princesses in your family 
Magical pink-red colored fruit shaped like the pumpkin carriage from the fairy tale 

Cinderella. Some lucky gardeners could also experience a pale blue pumpkin. Large trailing vine sets up to 
5-7 fruit per plant. Well suited for fall decorations and baking. Flesh is yellow, sweet and has a nutty fla-
vor. 



 

 

March 6  Monthly Meeting and program on “What’s New for 2014” 

  Jenny Bergmann from Bergmann Nurseries in Clayton will cover  
  many new plants coming into the market. 
 
April 5  BCMGV Spring Expo—WITC Conference Center, Rice Lake  

   (See more information in this newsletter) 

May 1  Monthly Meeting and Program on “Back to Basics with hardy Garden 
   Lilies” - Dennis Drew, owner of Oak Valley Farms in Elk River, MN  
  was Bulb Chairman for the North Star Lily Society.  He and his wife 
  are growers of hardy bulbs and perennials for both wholesale and  
  retail markets and will bring bulbs to sell. 
May 17 Annual Plant Sale at Barron County Fairgrounds in Rice Lake 

(*Monthly meetings are held at the Government Center in Barron and begin at 7:00 
p.m. unless otherwise noted) 

B C M G  C a l e n d a r  O f  Ev e n t s :  
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2013 Officers and 

Directors 

President:  

   Carol Kettner 

Vice President:  

Laura Cutsforth 

Secretary:  

Wendy Kolzow 

Treasurer:  

Donna Jasicki 

Directors:  

Penny Tietz 

Marilyn Saffert 

Millie Seabold 

Carol Abbuehl 
(Past President) 

Advisor:  

Tim Jergenson  

(UW-Extension) 

 

 

 

Officers and 

Directors are 

elected for a one-

year term at the 

November BCMG 

Board Meeting. 

Growing Along the River – Upper Midwest 
Regional Master Gardener Conference 

June 25-28, 2014 – Bettendorf, Iowa 

 The Scott County (Iowa) Master Gardeners are working 
hard, lining up a fantastic program and tours for the Upper 
Midwest Master Gardener Conference June 25-28, 2014 in 
Bettendorf, IA. Registration will begin soon.  Some of the topics 
you can look forward to: Landscape Design, Slow Gardening, 
Plant Phenology, Heirloom Seeds, Trees, Insects, Fruits, Buck Roses, Vegetables, 
Bees, Pest Management, Kids Gardening, Ornamental Grasses, All America 
Selections, Photography, Bulbs, and many more. 

 Many tours are lined up for the conference! It will be hard to choose 
which to attend. There will be some unique private gardens to visit as well as 
many local attractions. A bit of a sneak preview-Big Sand Mound, ISU Research 
Facility, Crow Valley Golf Club, Local CSA, Wildcat Den State Park, and 
Bickelhaupt Arboretum are just a few of the stops on the five different tours. 
More information coming! 

 Some of the Keynote speakers: Felder Rushing, Lauren Springer-Ogden 
and Scott Ogden; and Featured Speaker Melinda Myers. Check out their bio 
information! 

 Check out the conference webpage for information.  http://
www.aep.iastate.edu/iowamg2014/ 



Barron County Extension Office 

Barron County Government Center 

3305 E. Monroe Avenue, Room 2206 

Barron, WI 54812 

 

Phone:  715-537-6250 

Fax:  715-537-6814 

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F   
W I S C O N S I N - E X T E N S I O N  Non Profit Organization 
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The University of Wisconsin—Extension provides Title IX which include affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming, and em-

ployment for all qualified persons regardless of race, color, gender, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, preg-

nancy, marital or parental status, arrest or conviction record or veteran status. 

Requests for reasonable accommodations for disabilities or limitations should be made prior to the program or activity for which it is needed. Please do 

so as early as possible prior to the program or activity so that proper arrangements can be made. Requests are confidential (ADA requirements.) 

http://www.hort.wisc.edu/
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