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FDA Veterinary Feed Directive Update  

 You may have already heard 
about the proposed FDA changes to the 
use of antibiotics in livestock. More 
importantly, you may be wondering 
how these new rules will affect you as a 
dairy or livestock producer. 
 
The Basics 
 Starting January 1, 2017, how 
producers use and access certain feed-
and water-based antibiotics will 
change. Medically important antibiotics 
will no longer be available for growth 
promotion purposes on any farm of any 
size.   
 Medically important 
antibiotics are animal health products 
that are also important to human 
health. Use of these products for the 
prevention, treatment or control of a 
specific disease will require direct 
veterinary supervision. 
 The biggest change is all about 
feed. Feed-grade antibiotics that have 
an over-the-counter label will transition 
to a veterinary feed directive form. So 
unless you have a VFD from your 
veterinarian, you will not be able to buy 
or use medicated feed or premixes. 
Over-the-counter sales of these 
products will end. 
 
How will VFDs affect dairy producers? 
 For most dairy and livestock 
producers, the updated VFD regulations 
should cause minimal, if any, changes 
to operations. Since there are currently 
no antibiotics approved for improving 
growth or feed efficiency in dairy cattle, 
these changes should have no effect on 
dairy operations. However, the FDA 
update that requires veterinary 
oversight to obtain feed-grade 
antibiotics could have some implication 

for dairy farms. For example, some 
dairy producers may add antibiotics 
to milk replacer to treat calf diarrhea. 
In that case, producers will eventually 
have to source these antibiotics 
through a veterinarian. 
 At this point in time, these 
laws will not apply to any injectable 
antibiotics. Products like penicillin 
will still be available for purchase 
over the counter. 
 
First steps toward a successful 
transition 
Build a relationship with your 
veterinarian 
 The only way to get a VFD to 
purchase and use certain animal 
health products in feed and water is 
to establish a veterinary-client-
patient relationship (VCPR) with your 
veterinarian. A VCPR exists when 
the veterinarian knows your animals 
(the patient) well enough to be able 
to medically treat them, and you 
(the client) agree to follow the 
instructions of the veterinarian.  
 
Make a list of all animal health 
products 
 Many feed-and water-based 
antibiotics will be affected by the 
new VFD changes. Make a list of all 
the animal health products you 
currently use on your animals. 
Review the list with your veterinarian 
to determine if any of those products 
will require a VFD to keep using 
them. 
 
Keep VFDs records for two years 
 You will need to keep VFD 
records from your veterinarian on file 
for two years. VFDs may be stored 
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Raising Quality Dairy Calves 

 More and more farms are investing in newer facilities and technologies to raise pre-weaned calves.   With new 
technologies come new management practices.   
 
  The UW-Extension Dairy Team will be hosting two “Raising Quality Dairy Calves” Calf Management Meetings in 
Wisconsin on Monday, December 5 and Tuesday, December 6 to help producers enhance their calf management 
program.  The meetings will be held at UW-Extension Eau Claire County on Monday, December 5, and at Liberty Hall 
Conference Center in Kimberly on Tuesday, December 6.   
 
 Featured presenters include University of Minnesota Extension Specialist Marcia Endres on “Key Factors 
Associated with Successful Use of Automated Calf Feeders”; UW-Extension Dairy Facilities Specialist David Kammel on 
“Designing or Remodeling Group Feeding Barns for Excellent Calf Health”; UW-Extension Oconto County Agriculture 
Agent Sarah Mills-Lloyd, DVM, on “The Alphabet Soup of the Veterinary Feed Directive”; and Land O’ Lakes Nutritional 
Services Director for Milk Products Tom Earleywine on “Nutritional Impacts of Calf Health:  Myths & Truths”.   
 
 The program is open to any individuals with interest regarding calf management.  The fee for the program is 
$35 per person which includes materials and lunch.  An additional $10 late fee/Walk-in fee will be added to the 
registration fee after November 23rd.  Detailed agenda and registration information can be found on the UW-Extension 
Dairy Team Calendar at http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/events/raising-quality-dairy-calves-seminar/.   
 
 For more information regarding the program and/or to register please contact UW-Extension Eau Claire County 
(December 5 meeting) at 715.839.4712.  

electronically or as hard copy paper, 
so you will need to figure out the best 
method of maintaining these records 
on your farm or at home. 
 

Continue working with your 
veterinarian 
 Written VFDs from your 
veterinarian are specific to the set of 
animals receiving that treatment for a 
specific  to the set of animals 

Barron County Farmland & Pasture Rent 2014—2016 $/acre 

 2014 2015 2016 NW WI (2016) WI (2016) 

Non-irrigated Cropland $84 $75 $72 $71 $131 

Pasture $22 n/a $19 $17 $35 

Source  - National Agricultural Statistics Service (WI) 2014 & 2016—Barron County UWEX—2015 

receiving that treatment for a specific 
time line. Leftover medicated feed 
cannot be fed past the duration of use 
on the label or fed to other animals.  
 Know when you will need your 
VFDs renewed and develop a renewal 
plan with your veterinarian.  

Continued from page 1 

Farmland Rent Questions Continue  

 Now is the time to wrap up your farmland lease payments for this growing season and begin making plans for 
next year.  The following table provides survey information on the average cash farmland rent in Barron County 2014-
2016.  Use these averages as a guide.  Actual rents paid range widely from high to low. 

http://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/events/raising-quality-dairy-calves-seminar/
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Don’t Just “Survive” during a Low Margin Year…”Thrive!” 

 It is not too early to begin 
planning for the 2017 cropping 
season.  As you think about pre-
paying for inputs consider the 
following strategies to maximize 
your return on fertilizer.  These 
ideas are provided by Carrie Laboski, 
UW-Extension soil scientist, based 
upon her field research and 
feedback from growers themselves. 
 1– Soil Test...Don’t Guess. 
Base your fertilizer decisions on soil 
tests.  Under fertilization can be just 
as costly as over fertilization.  Use 
soil test results that are four years 
old or less.  Soil testing costs as little 
as 60 cents/acre.  That is a small 
investment that can pay off big 
during a time of tight margins. 
 2– Low pH can Kill Crops. 
The problem usually occurs as 
patches of yellow or stunted crops  
within a field and is often found on 
newly rented ground with marginal 
pH.  
 Remember, it takes three 

years for lime to be fully effective in 
the soil.  This can be especially 
problematic  on rented ground.  If you 
are renting marginally productive 
cropland with very low pH, try to 
negotiate a long-term lease or 
consider “walking away” from those 
fields. 
 Legume crops such as alfalfa 
and soybeans are most sensitive to 
low pH.  If you cannot afford to apply 
lime to all of the fields that need it, 
focus lime applications on those fields 
that will be in alfalfa or soybeans in 
the near future. 
 3-Practice the “4Rs” of 
nutrient stewardship. 
 RIGHT Source:  Ensure a 
balanced supply of essential nutrients, 
considering both naturally available 
sources and the characteristics of 
specific products.   Take available 
nutrient credits from alfalfa and 
soybean crops and credit manure 
applications.  Treat manure as if it was 

a fertilizer. 
 RIGHT Rate:    Assess and 
make decisions based on soil test 
results and plant demand.  
 RIGHT Time: – Make 
fertilizer application based on how 
the crop takes up nutrients, nutrient 
loss risks, and field operation 
logistics.   Take action to reduce the 
risks of loss via nitrate leaching or 
ammonia volatilization.  Choose the 
correct nitrogen formulation based 
upon price/unit and method of 
application.  Consider split 
applications of nitrogen when 
appropriate. 
 RIGHT Place:  Address 
nutrient movement to meet site-
specific crop needs and limit 
potential losses from the field.  
Broadcast, pop-up and banded 
methods of fertilizer application 
each has its own unique advantages.  
Consider the crop, soil conditions, 
and your tillage system when 
deciding on fertilizer placement. 

Milk Quality Honor Roll 
Congratulations to the these dairy farm families for producing high quality milk during October 2016! 

HERD NAME SCC (1,000) HERD NAME SCC (1,000) 

Jerry and Tricia Smith (1) 18 Berglane 110 

Robert and Sally Vincent 26 Breezy Hill Dairy 111 

Kahl Farms 55 Image Point Dairy 119 

Mike and Lori Boesl 68 Kevin Splett 122 

Gehl Acres Farm 78 Crisly Dairy 125 

Dority Valley Dairy 82 Jerry and Tricia Smith (3) 125 

Karl Paquette 90 Turner Dairy LLC 130 

Gordon & Michele Manshaem 94 Thomas Johnson 144 

River Valley Farms LLC 94 Kuhl Acres IV LLC 144 

Jerry and Tricia Smith (2) 97   
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Pesticide Applicator Training 
 Private Pesticide Applicator (PAT) Training sessions for 2017 have been scheduled for 
Barron, Polk, Pierce & St. Croix County for new and recertifying producers.  Producers also have 
the option to take the exam self-study any time by making an appointment with the UW-
Extension office nearest you. 
 Sessions are scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. and conclude around 3:30 p.m. unless 
otherwise noted.  Trainings are scheduled for: 
 Tuesday, January 10th, at the UWRF Dairy Learning Center UWRF Mann Valley Farm, 129 

South Glover Road, River Falls 
 Tuesday, January 31st, at the Polk County Government Center100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam 

Lake 
 Wednesday, February 8th, at the Seyforth Building, Pierce County Fairgrounds 364 North 

Maple Street, Ellsworth  
 February 8th and 27th, 9:30 AM,  Dunn County UW-Extension office, Menomonie 
 Thursday, February 16th, at the Barron County Government Center Auditorium 335 E. 

Monroe Ave., Barron 
 Tuesday, March 7th, at the St. Croix County Ag Service and Education Center 1960 8th Avenue, 

Baldwin 
 Please contact the respective UW-Extension office for further details.  For more 
information about Private PAT go to www.ipcm.wisc.edu/pat or contact the Barron County - 715-
537-6250, Dunn County—715-232-1636, Pierce County  715-273-6781, Polk County 715-485-8600 
or the St. Croix County 715-531-1930. 
 

http://www.ipcm.wisc.edu/pat

