
Local, state and federal agencies are investigating an outbreak of multi-drug 
resistant Salmonella Heidelberg infections.  Twenty one people from 8 states 
have been infected from January to October 2016. Dairy bull calves purchased 
in Wisconsin have been identified as the likely source of most infections. 
 
“No cases of this illness in people have been reported in Barron County during 
the outbreak,” states Laura Sauve, Barron County Health Officer. “We have 
asked local medical providers to watch for this illness and we are working with 
Tim Jergenson, UW Extension Agricultural Agent, to share prevention 
information with local farmers, feed stores and veterinarians.” 
 

Salmonella bacteria commonly live in the intestines of healthy animals, 
including cattle. Cattle can carry Salmonella bacteria and still look healthy.  
Young calves are more likely to get sick if they are infected. The main way 
people get infected from cattle is through contact with the animal’s 
stool. Salmonella can also be spread by person to person contact.  Good hand 
washing is the best way to stop the spread of this and other illnesses. 
Signs and symptoms of Salmonella infection usually develop 12-72 hours after 
exposure and may include diarrhea, fever, and stomach pain. Certain groups of 
people are more likely to get sick from salmonellosis, including children, 
pregnant women, the elderly, and any person who has a weakened immune 
system.  If you suspect an infection contact your medical provider. 
 

Advice for People Who Have Contact with Livestock 
 

 Always wash hands thoroughly with soap and water after you are done 
touching or working with livestock, handling equipment used on animals, or 
coming into contact with anything in the area where animals are present. 

This is especially important to do before preparing or consuming food 
or drink for yourself or others.  Adults should supervise hand washing 
for young children.  Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not 
immediately available, but follow-up by washing with soap and water 
as soon as possible. 

 Use separate shoes, work gloves, and clothing when working with 
livestock. 

Keep these items outside of your home, or remove or change 
immediately when arriving home, to prevent contamination of the 
home environment.  Wash hands after taking off any clothes and shoes 
you wore while working with livestock. 

 Do not eat or drink in the areas where livestock are present. 
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Hay Market Report . . . November 28, 2016 - UW-Extension 

 

“Salmonella Outbreak “continued from page 1 

 Supervise small children during any animal encounter and discourage behaviors that can increase their risk of 
illness. 
 Young children and immune-compromised persons should avoid direct contact with calves, especially those with 
diarrhea (scours). 

 Do not allow toys, pacifiers, spill-proof cups, baby bottles, strollers, or similar items in livestock areas. 

 Work with your veterinarian to keep your livestock healthy. 

 Do not drink unpasteurized (raw) milk. 

State Fair Dairy Promotion Board Scholarships  
The Wisconsin State Fair Dairy 
Promotion Board is offering $1,000 
scholarships, for use during the 
2017-18 school year, to third and 
fourth-year college students 
pursuing dairy-related or food 
science degrees at one of 
Wisconsin’s four-year universities. 
Additional $1,000 scholarships will 
offered to high school seniors 
planning to pursue a dairy-related 

or food science degree at one of 
Wisconsin’s four-year universities or 
students studying in a two-year, 
technical school program related to 
dairy or food science.  

Applicants will be evaluated on 
involvement and leadership in dairy-
related activities, scholastic 
achievement, and career objectives. 
Finalists will be interviewed in mid-April, 

with the recipients to be recognized 
at the 2017 Wisconsin State Fair. 

The application is available at http://
wistatefair.com/competitions/dairy-
promo-board/.  Application deadline 
is Friday, March 24.  

For more information, contact Katy 
Katzman at 262-903-6727 or 
katzman@idcnet.com.  

Hay Grade  

 

Bale type  ---------- Price ($/ton) ---------- 

Average  Minimum  Maximum 

Prime (> 151 RFV/RFQ)  Small Square  246.00 180.00 320.00 

 Large Square  199.00 110.00 240.00 

 Large Round  104.00 80.00 140.00 

Grade 1 (125 to 150 RFV/RFQ)  Small Square  175.00 170.00 180.00 

 Large Square 133.00 85.00 190.00 

 Large Round  83.00 65.00 110.00 

Grade 2 (103 to 124 RFV/RFQ) Small Square   145.00 140.00 150.00 

 Large Square 92.00 70.00 120.00 

 Large Round  70.00 50.00 80.00 

Grade 3 (87 to 102 RFV/RFQ) Small Square  No reported sales  

 Large Square 44.00 33.00 55.00 

 Large Round  53.00 30.00 70.00 
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What is the Right Seeding Rate for Alfalfa 

UW-Extension’s Team Forage, under 
the leadership Kevin Jarek, 
Outagamie County crops and 
soils/horticulture agent, has 
conducted an alfalfa seeding rate 
study over the past two years. 
 

The alfalfa seed industry has 
changed due to the fact that many 
of the products (about 70 percent) 
currently available to farmers now 
contain “coated” seed. These 
coatings can be light (about 10 
percent) or heavy (34 percent), but 
one thing that has not changed is 
that alfalfa seed is sold by weight 
(50 lb. bags). As a result, farmers are 
getting less pure live seed (PLS) in a 
bag and more “inert” material, 
which is what these coatings are 
often defined as.   Due to these 
changes, farmers have been asking 

UW-Extension educators “What 
seeding rate should we be using to 
maximize our plant establishment?” 
 

The Wisconsin Alfalfa Yield and 
Persistence (WAYP) project (2007-
2016) revealed that most Wisconsin 
farmers are planting alfalfa at rates 
of 15-17 lbs. of seed per acre with a 
range of 12 lbs. – 28 lbs./acre.  UW-
Extension recommendations are 
that farmers should plant 10 lbs. of 
PLS per acre. PLS is determined by 
multiplying the % germination by 
the % pure seed and dividing by 
100.  Example: (95% germination X 
70% pure seed)/100 = 66.5% PLS. 
Using this example, we would need 
to seed this particular alfalfa at just 
above 15 lbs/acre to get 10 lbs. of 
PLS (15 lbs. X 66.5% PLS = 9.975 lbs. 
PLS). 

In an effort to measure how many 
plants we are getting at 
establishment using different 
seeding rates with both coated and 
non-coated products, the Badger 
Plot Survey was developed. The 
effort enlisted the help of county 
agents tracking alfalfa fields in 
Buffalo, Calumet, Chippewa, Clark, 
Columbia, Outagamie, Shawano, and 
St. Croix Counties.  
 

Educators are collecting data not 
only at establishment, but 
measuring how the number of 
alfalfa plants and stems diminishes 
over time. This effort will help 
farmers understand how their 
seeding rates and choice of products 
influence alfalfa stand productivity. 

Recycling Agricultural Plastics 

Revolution Plastics, a company with 
Midwest operations based out of 
Madison, WI and facilities in 
Appleton and Eau Claire, is looking to 
expand their ag plastics recycling 
business into western Wisconsin. 
They are planning to collect ag 
plastics from farmers with on-farm 
recycling dumpsters. The dumpsters 
are free and collection is free to the 
farmer.  

Revolution Plastics currently has over 
2,000 Wisconsin farms on their 
program and the number of farms 
enrolled is growing rapidly.  To learn 
more about this company and/or sign 
up for the service visit: https://
www.revolutionplastics.com/
index.php and scroll down to the 
“Join the Revolution” section. 

Ag plastics cannot be burned in the 

Barron County Incinerator.  All ag 
plastics coming into their plant must 
be separated out and then land-
filled.  This is a costly process and not 
an environmentally sustainable 
option.  Thus recycling ag plastics can 
save taxpayers money.  

Here is a list of guidelines to follow 
related to recycling ag plastics with 
Revolution Plastics: 

 Generate 3,000-4,000 lbs of ag 
plastics per year. If a single farm 
doesn’t generate enough, several 
farms can go together and share a 
dumpster. 

 Need to be able to access 
dumpster with a full size garbage 
truck. 

 Include ONLY Low Density 
Polyethylene (#4).  This includes bale 
wrap, ag/grain bags, most bunker 

covers, oxygen barrier film, irrigation 
tape/tubing/cover, fumigation, 
greenhouse and hoop house films.   

 They do not accept bunker 
covers with nylon scrim, twine, net 
wrap or other mixed plastics. 

 Remove trash, wood, rocks, 
twine, net wrap, tires, and other 
foreign materials 

 No need to separate approved 
ag plastics 

 Dispose of plastic in the 
provided dumpster as soon as 
possible to prevent excessive dirt 

 Compact the plastic as much as 
possible without damaging the 
dumpster 

 Keep lids closed to prevent 
moisture 
 Keep container in an easily 

accessible location 

https://www.revolutionplastics.com/index.php
https://www.revolutionplastics.com/index.php
https://www.revolutionplastics.com/index.php
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Growing Season Summary 2016 

Much has been discussed among farmers regarding how unique the 2016 growing season has been.  “One for the 
record books,”  “Every corn grower should have averaged 150 bushels or more this year,”  “Can you believe this 
weather?” to list just a few quotes.  Table 1 on this page is a summary of precipitation and growing degree days in 
Barron County during the 2016 growing season compared to the 30-year averages (1981—2010).  This weather data 
comes from the National Weather Service reporting stations in Barron County at Cumberland and Rice Lake.   

Note the deviation in precipitation during May, July, and August of 2016 compared to  the 30-year average.  The 
increased amounts of rainfall during corn pollination and grain fill goes a long way to explain why we expect to have 
record corn yields in 2016.  The same can be said of the substantial increase in growing degree days during July, 
August, and September 2016 over the 30-year average for each of those months.  Soybeans seemed to especially 
benefit from the increase in growing degree days during pod fill. 

Table 1.  Precipitation and Growing Degree Days in the 2016 Growing Season Compared to the 30-year 
Average (1981-2010) - Barron County, WI. 

Month-Year 
Total Monthly 
Precipitation (inches) 

 Monthly Precipitation 
Deviation from 30-yr 
ave. (inches) 

Total Monthly 
Growing Degree Days 

Monthly Growing 
Degree Day Deviation 
from 30-yr ave. 

Apr-16 2.59 -0.15 79 29 

May-16 4.96 1.83 266 42 

Jun-16 4.69 0.76 524 64 

Jul-16 5.19 1.44 656 49 

Aug-16 6.14 1.89 635 89 

Sep-16 3.91 0.06 380 105 

Oct-16 2.41 -0.61 90 30 

Century Farm Award Applications are Due March 1, 2017 

A Century Farm is a farm or ranch that has been officially recognized by a state program documenting the farm has 
been continuously owned by a single family for 100 years or more. In Wisconsin, the essential requirement for the 
award is that the property must have remained in the same family continuously for 100 years or more and currently be 
a working farm or ranch. 
 
The Century Farm and the Sesquicentennial Farm and Home Award is a partnership between the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection and Wisconsin State Fair. 
 
The Century Farm and Home program originated as part of the Wisconsin Centennial Celebration, a 23-day Wisconsin 
State Fair, which also gave birth to the Alice in Dairyland program. The application deadline for submitting your farm 
for this program is March 1, 2017.  For more information, please contact Jill Albanese at (414) 266-7007 or e-mail her 
at jill.albanese@wistatefair.com.  Century Farm application forms are available at the Barron County UW-Extension 
Office in the Barron County Government Center located at 335 E. Monroe Ave., Room 2206. Barron, WI 54812. 

mailto:jill.albanese@wistatefair.com
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Dealing with Soil Compaction After a Wet Harvest Season 

Many corn growers had to contend 
with wet soil conditions at harvest 
time this year.  In some fields the 
harvesting process left ruts in field 
and growers may be concerned that 
this will result in soil compaction 
issues next growing season. 
 
Francisco Arriaga, Extension 
Specialist in the Department of 
Soil Science at the University of 
Wisconsin says, “Don’t assume 
that the presence of ruts 
indicates subsoil compaction.” 
 
Soil consists of solids (mineral & 
organic), liquid (water), and air.  
Soil compaction reduces the 
amount of pore spaces in the 
soil, which in turns reduces aeration, 
water retention, and water 
movement in the soil.  
 
Soils are most susceptible to 
compaction at water contents near 
field capacity because the proportion 
of soil pores filled with air and water 
is just right for compaction (soil 
consolidation) to occur. It seems 
counterintuitive, but soils at field 
capacity (nearly all of the pores filled 
with water) are less susceptible to 
subsoil compaction. Recall that 

liquids are not compressible, unlike 
air, thus can bear an equipment load 
whereas air would allow for a pore 
space to collapse. (Think of the 
hydraulic system on a tractor)  
However, soils at or near saturation 
are very prone to rutting and 
smearing near the surface.  

If deep/subsoil compaction (deeper 
that 6″) is detected, a sub-soiling or 
deep strip-tillage operation might be 
helpful. Freeze/thaw will not help 
for deep compaction (need the 
freeze/thaw cycles, similar to 
wetting/drying, to loosen the soil). It 
will be good to monitor compaction 
in the spring to determine if a deep 
tillage operation (e.g. sub-soiling or 
deep strip till) is needed.  
 

It is recommended for long-term no-
tillage fields with ruts or other soil 

damage in localized spots in the field, 
to just target those areas with tillage if 
needed and leave the rest of the long-
term no-tillage field alone.  
 

Soils in long-term no-tillage fields have 
a greater ability to “bounce” back than 
of conventional tillage managed soils. 

In general, soils should be 
allowed to dry before any other 
operations are implemented. 
 
 Use a soil penetrometer to help 
you determine if your fields have 
compaction that needs to be 
addressed.   A You Tube video 
“Using a penetrometer to detect 
soil compaction” can be accessed 
at: https:// youtu.be/

Zq_785JqRq8?, that will  help you 
understand how to use a soil 
penetrometer and interpret the 
readings that you gather. 
 
The Barron County UW-Extension 
Office, the Land Services Department 
and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service all have soil 
penetrometers and are able to come 
to your farm to demonstrate how a 
soil penetrometer can assist you in 
measuring soil compaction on your 
farm. 

UW-EXTENSION EXTENDS THE KNOWLEDGE AND RESOURCES OF THE UNIVERSITY TO THE 
PEOPLE WHERE THEY LIVE AND WORK.  
Cooperative Extension is part of the University of Wisconsin System and a division of University of Wisconsin-Extension. 

Cooperative Extension helps people throughout the state acquire knowledge and skills to … 

 Solve problems in their businesses and farms. 

 Improve their local governments and neighborhoods. 

 Enhance the quality of their families’ lives. 

 Use natural resources responsibly. 

 Help their children grow and learn. 
 

Extension people work in partnership with people in county, state, federal, and tribal governments; community 

organizations; volunteers; business; and industry. With faculty in every county and on UW-campuses, Cooperative 

Extension gives Wisconsin citizens quick and convenient access to University research and knowledge. 
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Calendar of Extension Events—Save the Date 

CAFO Workshop—February 9, 2017  

This year’s Confined Animal Feed Operation (CAFO) workshop will be held at WITC , 1900 College Drive, in Rice Lake on 
Thursday, February 9, 2017 beginning with lunch at 11:30 a.m..  This workshop is intended for Wisconsin Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) permitted CAFO owners, managers, consultants, nutrient management plan 
writers and key staff.  It is presented by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Protection, and University of Wisconsin-Extension. Farmers considering a CAFO permit are 
encouraged to attend this workshop.  C.E.U credits are available for Certified Crop Advisors.  To register for the CAFO 
Workshop call the Barron County UW-Extension Office—715-537-6250. 
 

Farm Succession Webinars—January—March, 2017 
UW-Extension will be offering  a farm succession webinar series  this winter.  Future dates and topics are: 

 Jan. 26, 2017 – Estate planning – Bridget Finke, Attorney, Valley Crossing Law (1-3 p.m.) 

 Feb. 23, 2017 – Long Term Care: Planning for My Future Needs – Steve Shapiro, Medigap Insurance Specialist, 
State of Wisconsin Board on Aging and Long Term Care and the Wisconsin Office of the Commissioner of Insurance (1-3 
p.m.) 

 March 23, 2017 – Medicaid Eligibility and Recovery – Anthony Schmoldt, Attorney, Schmoldt Law Office (1-3 p.m.) 
 

These webinars will be held at the Barron County UWEX Office. 
 

Pork Quality Assurance—January 18, 2017 
UW-Extension will be hosting a Pork Quality Assurance certification class Wednesday January 18, 2017, at 2:00 PM, at 
the Ag Service & Education Center in Baldwin.  Expect this training to be 2 to 2.5 hours long.  Those who certified in 
2014 will be asked to re-certify again in 2017.  For those re-certifying (not applicable to new or lapsed certifications) 
online certification is a new option.  Please contact Ryan Sterry at the St. Croix County UW-Extension Office if you are 
interested and need help to set up an account.   
 

Dr. Gary Onan, UW-River Falls, will be our guest speaker discussing herd health and biosecurity.  Dr. Onan is chair of 
the Department of Animal Science at UW-RF, and teaches courses on swine management, sheep management, and 
animal physiology.  Dr. Onan is also known throughout Wisconsin as a livestock and carcass show judge.   
 

There is an open book exam required to certify.  There is no fee for this program, but your pre-registration greatly 
helps  in planning.  To pre-register please contact the St. Croix County Extension office at 715.531.1930 or email 
ryan.sterry@ces.uwex.edu.  
 

Pesticide Applicator Training—January & February 2017 
Private Pesticide Applicator (PAT) Training sessions for 2017 have been scheduled for Barron, Polk, and Dunn Counties’ 
for new and recertifying producers.  Applicators of Restricted-Use Pesticides also have the option to take the exam self-
study any time by making an appointment with the UW-Extension office nearest you.  Sessions are scheduled to begin 
at 10:00 a.m. and conclude around 3:30 p.m.  Please contact the respective UW-Extension office for further details.  
Trainings are scheduled for: 
 Tuesday, January 31st, at the Polk County Government Center, 100 Polk County Plaza, Balsam Lake  
 Thursday, February 16th, Barron County Government Center Auditorium, 335 E. Monroe Avenue, Barron  
 February 8th and 27th, 9:30 AM, Dunn County UW-Extension office, Menomonie  
 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training is designed for those individuals engaged in agriculture and planning to purchase 
restricted use pesticides.  An open book exam is given, and to be certified, participants need 50% correct when 
attending a training session and 70% for self-study.  You must attend the whole session to qualify for 50% grading.  For 
more information about Private PAT go to www.ipcm.wisc.edu/pat or contact the Barron County UW-Extension office 
at 715-537-6250, Polk County UW-Extension office at 715-485-8600 or the Dunn County UW-Extension office at 715-
232-1636. 

mailto:ryan.sterry@ces.uwex.edu
http://www.ipcm.wisc.edu/pat
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Calendar of Extension Events  - Save the Date 

Rice Lake Area Farm Show—January 17-18, 2017 

“The biggest little farm show in Northwestern Wisconsin.” The Rice Lake Area Farm Show is held at Cedar Mall in Rice 
Lake, WI from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each day.  Free parking and no admission.  For two days each year the Cedar Mall 
is filled with the latest in modern farm equipment, dairy supplies, and other agricultural products.  Stop by the UW-
Extension booth to visit the Agricultural Agents from Barron, Burnett, Sawyer & Washburn counties.   
 

Grain Management In Low-Margin Years—February 13, 2017 

UW-Extension in Barron and Chippewa Counties will be offering Crop Farmers the opportunity  to focus on those 

management practices that will enable you to not only survive financially , but THRIVE in 2017.  The program will be 
offered on Monday, February 13, 2017 at the Conference Center at the Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, 1900 
College Drive, Rice Lake, WI 54868.  The program begins at 10:00 a.m. and should conclude by 2:30 p.m.  The cost for 
registration is $15 person and includes presentation handouts and lunch.  AgStar is a generous  co-sponsor of this 
program.  For more information contact the Barron County UW-Extension Office at 715-537-6250 or the Chippewa 
County Extension Office at 715-726-7950. 

- Topics and Presenters -** 
 Soybean Inputs that Deliver the Highest ROI in a Low-Margin Year – Shawn Conley, UW Agronomy, Soybean and 

Small Grains Specialist 
 Practical Weed Management for Low-Margin Years – Dan Smith, UW NPM, Southwest Regional Specialist 
 Fundamental soil fertility strategies for success – Carrie Laboski, UW Soil Science, Soil Fertility/Nutrient 

Management Specialist  
 How to survive and thrive on current corn price projections – Joe Lauer, UW Agronomy, Corn Specialist 
 Low grain prices = Smart Disease Management Decisions – Damon Smith, UW Plant Pathology, Field Crops 

Pathology Specialist  
 Managing insects economically using conventional hybrids and thresholds – Bryan Jensen, UW Entomology, Field 

Crops Entomology Specialist 
 Machinery/Technology Management and Tillage Considerations to Reduce Operational Costs – Francisco Arriaga, 

UW Soil Science, Soil Science Specialist and Brian Luck, UW Biological System Engineering, Machinery Specialist 
 Partial Budget Analysis: A Practical Tool for Low Margin Years - Paul Mitchell, UW Ag & Applied Econ, Cropping 

Systems Specialist 
 

** The order of presentations is subject to change, but all topics will be covered by the presenter listed.  Some 
presentations may be delivered via pre-recorded video. 
 

Shepherds’ Clinic offered by the Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association—February 4, 2017 
 

This annual workshop continues to be one of the largest educational events for sheep producers and 4-H & FFA youth 
in the upper Midwest.  The 2017 Shepherds’ Clinic has expanded to include goats as well as sheep.  Themes of the 
Shepherds’ Clinic  will focus on Profitability—Sustainability—Genetics/Reproduction/Flock Health and Youth Education.  
The keynote speaker is  Susan Schoenian, Sheep and Goat Specialist, at the Western Maryland Research & Education 
Center, University of Maryland Extension.   Schoenian is a nationally known expert specializing in profitable & 
sustainable sheep and goat production systems.  Additional speakers include Dr. Justin Luther, UW-River Falls, Maria 
Bendixon, Chippewa Valley Technical College, Marlin & Cammy Subra, sheep producers, and Tim Jergenson, UW-
Extension-Barron County. 
 

For more information visit the Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association website at https://
indianheadsheep.wordpress.com/.  Register for this program at http://barron.uwex.edu/.  Click "2017 Shepherds’ Clinic 
and Tradeshow" at the website to register.   

http://barron.uwex.edu/
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