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Benefits for Farm Families

Benefits Access for Farm
Families:

Farm families are facing
depressed milk and commodity
prices which are having a huge
impact on family income. The
recession is affecting so many
people, and right now financial
survival is of central importance.
What are the options? What can
you do to make it through these
tough financial times?

This year, the situation of
financial hardship is shared by
many of your friends and neighbors.
Operating at a loss, how can you
and your family make it? In order to
survive financially you may need to
reach out and find resources you've
never accessed before: Badgercare
or Badgercare Plus (Wisconsin’s
Medicaid program), Energy
assistance, Food Share (formerly
food stamps), and other economic
supports. Under these very difficult
circumstances, the decision to apply
for these benefits is a very
responsible one.

1. How do | apply for benefits?

There are two ways to apply
for these programs and benefits.
First, you may apply in person by
making an appointment with the
Barron County Human Services
Department, Economic Support Unit
at 715-537-5691. This appointment
can take a couple of hours, but the
potential savings on food, energy,

and medical costs is substantial.

Registration forms for Food
Share and Medicaid can be obtained
through the mail and appointments
done by telephone. Call 537-5691
to have the Registration form
mailed. Another route is to apply
online at
https://access.wisconsin.gov

2. | was earning more farm
income last year, but my income
has gone way down in 2009. Is my
eligibility based on last year’s
income tax statements?

No. There is a special form
you’ll need to fill out called the Self-
Employment Income Reporting
Form (SEIRF)
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/FO/FQ
0107.pdf. This form asks for current
self-employment income
information, which may be very
different from the income reflected in
your 2008 tax return!

3. What about the fact that | own
property, farm equipment, etc.?
Won’t that count against my
eligibility?

No. The eligibility criteria are
primarily income-based and not
asset-based, which helps farm
families a great deal.

4. How about other financial help
that will allow me to meet my
other financial obligations, like
making mortgage payments, and
pay other bills?


https://access.wisconsin.gov
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/F00107.pdf
http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/F0/F00107.pdf
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Applying for
Farm Family
Benefits can
be done over
the phone or
online.

Agriculture
minimum wage
increased from

$5.15 to $7.25
per hour.
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Farm Family

The free and reduced price
breakfast and lunch programs at
school can also offset your family’s
overall food budget. Make sure to
check this out by contacting your
child’s school. The Barron County
Aging and Disability Resource
Center, 715-537-6225, can also help
provide services and resources for
aging and disabled family members.

This involves paperwork. And
maybe a little swallowed pride.
Taking the bull by the horns and
tackling a difficult financial situation
can be like that. Accessing any and
all economic support during this time
of recession and negative profit

Wi sconsi

On July 24, 2009,
Wisconsin’s minimum wage for adult
(non-agriculture) employees will
increase from $6.50 per hour to
$7.25 per hour. The new minor
(non-agriculture) employee rate will
increase from $5.90 per hour to
$7.25 per hour.

Wisconsin’s minimum wage
rates for agricultural employees are
as follows:

AThe agriculture minimum wage
rate for workers age 18 and
over will increase from $5.15
per hour to $7.25 per hour

AThe agricultural minimum wage
rate for workers age 17 and
under will increase from $4.25
per hour to $7.25 per hour

The rates have also
increased when meals or lodging (or
both) are furnished by the
agricultural employer (and
accepted/received by the

noés

Benefits contod
margins is wise and proactive, and
might save your family farm.

For more information on family
financial management, such as
locating a credit counselor, or how to
cut back expenses and crisis
budgeting, call your Barron County
Extension Office at 715-537-6250.

* The DATCP Farm Center maintains
the Wisconsin Farmers Resource
Guide which lists farmer’s resources by
county for a variety of services. In
addition to listing UWEX offices, it lists
counseling services etc. It can be
accessed at
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/resguide/
index.jsp

Mi ni mum Wa

employee). A deduction from the
employee’s cash wages may be
made, but cannot exceed the following
amounts:

All Employees (Adults and Minors)

$87.00 per
Week
$4.15 per
Meal

$58.00 per
Week
$8.30 per Day

Meals

Lodging

Employers with questions
concerning the new minimum wage
rates may contact the Wisconsin
Department of Workforce
Development’s Equal Rights Division
for more information either at the
Madison office [608-266-6860] or at
the Milwaukee office [414-227-4384]
or the Department’s website at
www.dwd.state.wi.us/.



http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/resguide/index.jsp
http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/resguide/index.jsp
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Will Corn Mature in 2009?

Record cool temperatures
have occurred this July and farmers
are getting concerned about whether
the corn crop will mature. Table 1 on
the following page shows the number
of growing degree days (GDDs)
required to reach maturity for typical
corn hybrids.

The Rice Lake airport
weather station indicates a GDD
accumulation of only 1166 from May
1 to July 31. The 30-year average
for this same period is 1313 GDDs.
Daily GDD accumulation ranges from
0 to 36 GDDs per day with an
average in early August of 20+ GDDs
per day. Thus, we are more than a
week behind normal. Once corn
silks, it takes about 55 to 60 days to
achieve maturity.

According to Joe Lauer, UW-
Extension Corn Agronomist
development during grain filling is
influenced by temperature, but not as
much as during the vegetative leaf
emergence stages. Instead, the
number of days between pollination
and a killing frost influence the time
to maturity. If our first killing frost
holds off until October 1, then
subtracting 55 to 60 days means that
the crop must be silking by August 2-
7. Silage harvest usually begins
around 50% kernel milk which is 42
to 47 days after silking, so silking
must occur by August 15-20; but
remember that the timing of silage
harvest is dependent upon achieving
the proper moisture for the storage
structure.

A common question being
asked right now is, “If we have a
normal (or cooler or warmer) season
from this point forward, will we have
enough time to get the corn crop
mature?” Table 2 shows the 30-year
monthly average GDD accumulation

for Rice Lake and Cumberland
weather stations. Between 1971 and
2000, the average first frost date for
the Rice Lake reporting station was
September 25th and October 2nd for
Cumberland. It appears that a late
killing frost date AND a warmer than
normal fall are needed to approach
enough GDD accumulation to get a
mature full-season 85-90 d RM (2100
GDU) hybrid. But remember,
according to Joe Lauer, that the
number of days has more influence
on whether the crop matures, so
noting the silking date and the order
with which your fields silk will help
you determine whether a field will
mature and the field harvest order
that may occur in the fall

Management options:

1) Note silking dates to project
calendar days to when a field will
mature. Note order that field silk to
plan the harvest order. It will take
approximately 42 to 47 days to get to
50% kernel milk, and 55 to 60 days to
get to black layer.

2) Consider selling a greater
proportion of your corn acres as
silage or high moisture corn.

3) Consider locking in a price for
drying fuel.

4) Fine-tune your dryer so that over-
or underdrying does not occur. Over-
heating the grain in the dryer or filling
the bin too fast for drying to occur will
increase costs and decrease grain
quality reducing profitability.

5) Consider some field drying if
moisture levels are high, but do not
let corn stand in the field too long or
snow may increase harvest losses
due to ear droppage and stalk
breakage from snow and ice.

4 N

A late killing
frost AND
warmer than
normal

temperatures
this fall are

needed to get

the corn crop.
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Table 1. Approximate relationships between maturity and
indices for corn hybrids*

Relative Maturity (days) Growing Degree Days
75-80 1800-1900
Check here 80-85 1900-2000
for the latest 85-90 2000-2100
b Gr °W’l’;9 90-95 2100-2200

egree Days

and 95-100 2200-2300
precipitation 100-105 2300-2400
information. 105-110 2400-2500

*”Selecting Corn Hybrids,” Paul Carter, Univ. of WI, 1992

Table 2. Growing Degree Day Accumulationd Official
Weathers Stations Rice Land & Cumberland

Month Rice Lake Rice Lake | Cumberland [ Cumberland
2009 Actual | 30-yr. Ave. | 2009 Actual | 30-yr. Ave.

May 264 247 not available 271
June 466 457 409 494
July 436 609 431 652
August 534 576
September 268 285
Total 1166 2115 not available 2278

Precipitation Totals 200606 2009, National Weather
Serviced Rice Lake Airport

2009 2008 2007 2006 30-year

ave.
April 1.54 2.59 2.03 2.51 2.61
May 1.86 1.29 3.15 2.61 3.12
June 2.44 5.02 4.47 0.84 4.31
July 2.53 2.35 3.57 2.83 3.88
August 0.92 2.31 7.18 4.64
September 2.91 3.46 2.21 417
October 1.25 5.07 1.45 2.50
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Barron County Fair Crop Show Results

The 2009 Barron County
Fair Crop and Forage Tent fea-
tured a total of 245 entries; 58 in
Junior class crops, 119 in Open
Class and 68 Open class fruits and
vegetables. This is an increase of
more than 6 percent over last year.

Forages and ensiled grains
entered in this contest are evalu-
ated on appearance, texture, and
nutritional analysis. The lab testing
was provided was provided by Ag
Source Cooperative services.

Sponsors for the award
winners were United Ag Services
of Almena, Barron Farmers Union
of Barron, Lakeland Cooperative
of Rice Lake, Ridgeland and
Chetek; Barron County Farm Bu-
reau, Barron County Commission
on Agriculture and Greg Wilcox —
Golden Harvest of Chetek.

Open Class
Legume Haylage Champion

— Henry Huth, Cameron, WI
Relative Feed Quality
(RFQ) - 208
$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Lakeland Cooperative

Baled Hay Champion -
Henry Huth, Cameron, WI

RFQ - 202

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Barron County Commission on Ag

High Moisture Corn Cham-
pion - Rod Bowers, Chetek

94.3 Total Digestible Nutri-
ents (TDN)

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Lakeland Cooperative

Corn Silage Champion —
Ashley Schullo, Cumberland

74.5 TDN and 8.4 % crude
protein

$75.00 Gift Certificate —
United Ag Services LLC

Dry Grain Shell Corn
Champion - Erik Anderson, Cam-
eron

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Barron Farmers Union

Dry Oats Champion—
James Anderson, Cameron

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Lakeland Cooperative

Junior Class

Legume Haylage Champion
— Wayne Ecklor, Jr., Barron FFA

180 RFQ

$75.00 Gift Certificate —
United Ag Services LLC

Baled Hay - Collin Wille,
Columbia Livewires 4-H

173 RFQ

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Barron County Farm Bureau

High Moisture Corn - John
Rischette, Barron FFA

89.8 TDN and 8.1% crude
protein

$50.00 Gift Certificate —
Barron Farmers Union

Corn Silage - Kyle Crot-
teau, Rock Creek 4-H

73 TDN and 7.3% crude
protein

Golden Harvest — Greg Wil-
cox — Bag of Seed Corn

Dry Grain Shell Corn_ - Kurt
Wohlk, Barron FFA

$75.00 Gift Certificate —
United Ag Services LLC

/

Barron County Farm

Greg Wilcox-Golden

\

Thank you
Sponsors!

United Ag Services

Barron Farmers
Union

Lakeland Coop

Bureau

Harvest

Barron County
Commission on
Agriculture
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Update of the Current Dairy Situation

Ed Jesse, dairy economist
and Emeritus Professor at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
(also a Barron County native) tries
to explain the current dairy situation
by answering a series of frequently
asked questions. Here is a
summary of his comments.

How bad is the current price-cost
squeeze facing dairy farmers?

The first 6 months of 2009
were perhaps the worst that U.S.
dairy farmers have experienced for
at least several generations.

Wisconsin dairy farms are
showing large, painful losses, but
the situation is even worse in some
Western states, where more of the
feed supply is purchased rather
than home-grown. According to
ERS, California dairies have not
been able to cover even feed costs
in 2009. For the first 6 months,
returns over feed costs averaged
negative $2.07/hundredweight. And
returns over all cash costs averaged
negative $6.52/hundredweight. Not
only does California show higher
feed costs than Wisconsin, but also
a much lower milk price.

How did we get into this mess?

The succinct explanation is:
Loss of export markets. Until 2004,
U.S. dairy exports were small,
usually representing less than 5
percent of total U.S, milk
production. Exports in 2004 jumped
to 7.5 percent of production
(measured by total milk solids), and
increased steadily to nearly 11
percent in 2008. U.S. milk
production increased at a slightly
lower rate, tightening domestic
markets and creating the milk price
run-up in 2007 and 2008.

The global economic crisis
that began in the fall of 2008 shrunk
demand for dairy products world-
wide and also dried up credit to
finance imports.

In the meantime, the U.S.
milk production engine was geared
up to send 11 percent of its milk
supply overseas. Some products
previously destined for export
(cheese and butter) began to back up
on domestic markets and milk
previously used to produce milk
powders for export was increasingly
diverted to other dairy products,
especially cheese.

How do we get out of this mess?

The three principal avenues
to higher milk prices are market
forces, government market
intervention, and private market
intervention.

Market forces are in play
affecting both supply and demand.
Supply reductions are in the form of
financially-induced dairy farm exits
and less dramatic forms of supply
reduction like altering rations to cut
feed costs and milk yield per cow.

Lower prices for milk and
dairy products should boost
consumption. Fluid milk consumers
are positively responding to fluid milk
prices that are down more than 15
percent from last year. Butter prices
are also lower, but then so is
commercial use. Commercial use of
American cheese for the first 5
months of 2009 was up 4.6 percent.
Commercial disappearance of other
cheese (mainly Mozzarella and other
Italian varieties) was up only 0.7
percent, probably reflecting the
impact of less away-from-home
consumption of pizza.
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So far, the only government
intervention in dairy markets has been
through the existing MILC program,
which has yielded payments on eligible
producer milk marketing's as high as
$2 per hundredweight, and a three-
month (August-October) augmentation
of Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) purchase prices for cheddar
cheese and nonfat dry milk. The higher
purchase prices had an immediate
effect on Chicago Mercantile Exchange
(CME) cheddar cheese prices, lifting
them to within 3-4 cents per pound of
the new government levels.

Inserting the temporarily-
elevated purchase prices for cheese
and nonfat dry milk (along with current
market prices for butter and whey) into
federal order formulas yields a Class |l
price of $11.71/hundredweight and a
Class IV price of $10.95. July 2009
prices were $9.97 for Class Il and
$10.15 for Class IV.

Numerous other forms of
government market intervention have
been proposed, many involving
mandatory supply management
through market access payments or
two-tiered pricing. Most of these
controversial plans would require
Congressional approval, which is not
likely to be granted, at least in time to
contribute materially to price and profit
recovery.

Finally, private market
intervention has been in the form of the
Cooperatives Working Together (CWT)
program operated by the National Milk
Producers’ Federation. CWT’s herd
retirement bid solicitation round earlier
this year reduced the U.S. dairy herd
(cows and heifers) by more than
100,000 cows (about 1.1 percent). A
second round was initiated immediately
following the completion of the first
round that will remove 87,000 dairy
animals from 294 herds.

When will recovery occur?

Many crystal balls have
proven dysfunctional in addressing
this question. Early this year, many
analysts expected Class Il prices
$14-15 per hundredweight by
August, basing their forecast on a
fairly rapid supply adjustment,
stronger world markets, and a more
robust domestic demand response to
low prices. As late as March, the
August 2009 Class Il futures price
was trading above $15. Analysts
(including this one) and traders were
wrong.

Recovery has been painfully
slow in coming, but there are more
encouraging signs. July saw the first
down-tick in monthly milk production
compared to 2008. Milk cow numbers
have been falling every month since
December 2008, and the decrease
will likely accelerate as the year
progresses with second-round CWT
herd terminations and more
involuntary exits. Demand growth is
sluggish but positive. Markets are
beginning to tighten.

The temporary increases in
support prices for cheese and nonfat
dry milk will help elevate milk prices
in the short run. Legislation passed
by the U.S. Senate this month paves
the way for an augmentation and
possible extension of the increases
when they expire at the end of
October. Other legislative and
administrative proposals are being
considered that would lend support to
milk prices or expand credit to dairy
farmers to help them ride out this
storm.

Jesse ends his comments
with these words. “There is light at
the end of the tunnel. The length of
the tunnel remains somewhat in
doubt.” The complete text of Ed
Jesse’s comments are available from
Tim Jergenson at the Barron County
UW-Extension Office.

/

the end of the
tunnel. The
length of the tun-
nel remains
somewhat in
doubt .

- Ed Jesse

~

iThere is
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Organic Field
Day

August 26th
9:30 amd 3 pm

Arlington
Agricultural
Research
Station

Famer to
Farmer
Website now
available.

Locate
Buyers &
Sellers

Organic Crop & Livestock Research

UW-Madison researchers and of the Wisconsin Integrated
cooperating farmers will present the Cropping Systems trial
latest in organic crop and livestock

research at the university’s third annual Sweet corn variety trials

Organic Field Day on August 26 at the - Management for organic
Arlington Agricultural Research Station. sweet corn, green beans and
The event will run from 9:30 a.m.—3 potatoes.
p.m. at the Arlington Agricultural
Research Station. The program will In addition to the field tours,
cover a wide variety of topics of this year’s event will include tent
interest to organic growers, including sessions on livestock management.
no-till production, fertility management, Dairy science professor Pam Ruegg
insect management and economics. will discuss her research project on
_ organic dairy herd health. Jim

The event begins at 9:30 a.m. Munsch, beef farmer from southwest
at the public events building. The first Wisconsin, will describe research on
field tours will leave from there at 10 organic pastures being conducted on
a.m. to offer updates on ongoing his farm in cooperation with UW
projects and a first look at_ new ones. researchers. UW-Madison grazing
Among the tour presentations: specialist Rhonda Gildersleeve will

speak on estimating pasture dry
matter intake. Gary Oates, a
researcher in the Department of

- No-till soybean production
using rolled/crimped rye

- No-till corn production using Agronomy, will talk about managed
rolled/crimped hairy vetch intensive grazing.

- Field and laboratory studies Lunch will be available for
designed to identify and $10. Over the lunch hour, participants
define mechanisms in the will have time to view poster
interaction between soil summaries of research projects and
fertility, crop plant mineral take a look at various pieces of field
nutrition and insect response equipment.

- Management of seed corn Advance registration is
maggoft using organic encouraged by contacting Erin Silva at
production practices 608-890-1503 or by sending an email

(emsilva@wisc.edu).

- The latest economic analysis

UW-Extension has established a website to assist growers facing short-
ages to find growers who have excess feed to sell. The website address is
http:/farmertofarmer.uwex.edu.

The Farmer to Farmer Hay, Forage and Corn List is free of charge for
both buyers and sellers. Users can search for hay, alfalfa haylage, corn silage,
high moisture corn, or corn grain. They can search just one county or a number
of counties at once.

This site can benefit both buyers and sellers. Buyers can locate feed for
their livestock quickly. Sellers can find buyers and save money in grain drying
costs if they sell their corn crop as high moisture corn or corn silage.



mailto:emsilva@wisc.edu
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Wisconsin Forage Tillage Expo

Wednesday, September 2, 2009
D & D Hawkins Farm, Chippewa Falls, Wl » 9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Location: 8777 County Highway X, Chippewa Falls, Wl 54729

Features: Educational Seminars
Tour of Modern Milking and Heifer Raising Facility
Field Demonstrations
Extensive Commercial Exhibit Area
Lunch available for purchase

Agenda:
9:00 a.m. Commercial Exhibits Open
10:00 a.m. Field Demonstrations
* Com Silage Chopping o T
* Bunker Packing Ei7? CoumprEiieny
* Hay Mowing and Raking
= Total Mixed Ration Delivery Systems
12:00 p.m. Educational Seminars and Lunch

o
LN
|

1

e Elf Waound

1:00 p.m. Field Demonstrations H p.
» Hay Baling
= Tillage and Cover Crop Establishment
¢ Guidance System
= Liguid Manure Application

Field Demonstrations:

Corn Silage Harvesting
Bunker Packing

Hay Raking and Baling
Tillage Systems

Cover Crop Establishment
Liquid Manure Handling
Total Mixed Ration Systems
Grazing and Fencing

Thanks to our colloborators:

EXtension

&
D & D Hawkins Farm

Chippewa Valiey Forage Council &
Midwest Forage Association




Barron County Farmland Prices Remain Stable

The value of Barron County farmland sold in 2008 was unchanged from the previous
year according to figures just released by the Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Service.
Farmland sold in 2008 averaged $2,455 per acre, the same as 2007. The average farmland
price includes sales of land continuing in agriculture, land being diverted to uses other than
farming, and agricultural land both with and without buildings and other improvements.

Agricultural Land Sales — Barron County 2000-2008
2008 2007 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000

Average $2,455 | $2,455 | $2,363 | $2,392 | $1,946 | $1,681 | $1,423 | $1,444 | $1,209
price/acre

No. of
transactions 49 49 65 66 86 93 85 72 99
Acres sold 3,780 2,559 3,630 3,530 4934 5,238 4,647 3,969 4 817

Compiled by Tim Jergenson, Barron County UW-Extension based upon data from the

Wisconsin Department of Revenue, Bureau of Equalization.

UW-EXTENSION NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
BARRON, W1 54812
BULK PERMIT #74

Barron County Government Center
330 E. LaSalle Avenue, Room 2206
Barron, Wl 54812

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

: uw -
BARRON COUNTY, WI E I
\ Since 1859 ’ezmmnawn Co., WI x l E ' ’! ; o n
———

University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming including Title IX and ADA requirements.



